
 
“Excellence Through Performance” 

 
Dear Desert Vista Families, 
 
First quarter has come to a close with much to be proud of!   Academic and extra-curricular 
activities are in full swing with students and staff working diligently in all areas to prepare and 
perform with excellence.  
 
As you receive your child’s quarter grades, I would ask that you sit with your child to review and 
reflect on the results of first quarter and on the goals that were set, and then determine a plan 
of action for 2nd quarter.  We have many supports in place for our students to get the help they 
need, and the first line of assistance is your child’s teacher.  Please encourage them to reach 
out to their teacher for assistance when needed and have them set up a time, either a regular 
or as needed basis, to meet with them before and or after school.  We also welcome you, as 
parents, to do the same to assist with the success of your child throughout the school year.  We 
also have our Peer to Peer Program before and after school (click here for more information).  If 
you feel a more formal plan should be discussed and put in place, please contact your child’s 
counselor to discuss the next steps.  I thank you for partnering with us and giving us your 
continued trust in serving your child.  
 
Mrs. Tomika Banks, Assistant Principal-Activities, and Guidance Counselor Department Chair, 
Mrs. Amie Hickel, assisted in creating an Interclub Council which includes student 
representation from multiple clubs and other extra-curricular organizations on campus.  Along 
with our Site Council, co-chaired by Ms. Shawna Thue and Mrs. Banks, it is with great 
enthusiasm that I share the common themes that have been embraced by both councils 
revolving around the social and emotional well-being of all students.  Interclub Council and Site 
Council are providing opportunities for students, staff and parents to learn more about social 
and emotional intelligence; including social media, multicultural diversity, mental and physical 
well-being, and sustainability efforts.  Students have a theme for each month and provide 
announcements and lunch time activities to assist in the educational component along with 
other social media communication such as Twitter.  Our Site Council will be hosting Katey 
McPherson on Wednesday, October 26th at 6:30pm in the Desert Vista Cafeteria.  She is the co-
author of a book for parents, titled WTF: Why Teens Fail-What To Fix, that has been receiving 
local and national attention.  Ms. McPherson will be addressing how to turn digital stress into 
digital success.  Click here for her website.   Please mark your calendar and we look forward to 
seeing you on October 26th! 
 

http://www.tempeunion.org/Page/2281
http://www.gurianinstitute.com/katey-mcpherson.html


I want to thank you for sending us amazing young adults to school every day.  We are so 
grateful for our partnership with you and look forward to another great quarter.  
 
The class of 2017 continues to lead by example and we look forward to the great 
accomplishments continuing during this semester.  Thank you, seniors!!   
 
Have a wonderful break!!! 
 

Homecoming Dance: October 15th 
Homecoming is wonderful time to come together as a student body and show spirit by 
attending the football game and dance.  Hard work, planning and preparation by our student 
body council members and teacher sponsors go into planning this memorable occasion for our 
students.  In keeping with the high school tradition of having fun and embracing our safety first 
for all students, both during school hours and all extra-curricular activities, I would like to 
partner with you for the safety and well-being of our students.  While planning this exciting 
event with your child, I ask that you keep in mind that party buses are popular for some 
students to take to and from dances, but please know that not all companies have our students’ 
best interest at heart and/or do not know the school and parent expectations for such events.  I 
would like to recommend that each parent check the reputation of the company and driver, 
and discuss expectations with the driver when your child gets on the bus.  We will request that 
all buses drop students off at the entrance to the dance whereby an administrator and security 
guard will coordinate the exit of the students off of the bus.  Once parked, the administrator 
and security guard will search the bus.  If the bus driver does not comply, we will not allow 
those students to exit the bus and/or stay at the dance.  We thank you in advance for 
partnering with us to ensure a safe and fun time at our school events.  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Susannah Cowley, Senior – Distinguished Young Woman of Arizona 
Susannah was named the Distinguished Young Woman of Arizona and awarded $6700 in cash 
scholarships during a statewide scholarship program for high school girls held at the Higley 
Center for the Performing Arts in Gilbert on September 17, 2016.  She was one of twenty-eight 
high school senior girls from Arizona who competed to represent the state as the Distinguished 
Young Woman of Arizona for 2017. Participants were evaluated in the categories of Scholastics 
(25%), Interview (25%), Talent (20%), Fitness (15%), and Self-Expression (15%).   
  
Throughout the next year, she will represent the state at various public events and serve as a 
role model to young people by spreading the program’s national outreach message of “Be Your 
Best Self.” The outreach program is designed to encourage self-esteem and excellence in all 
young people through its five principles: Be Healthy, Be Involved, Be Studious, Be Ambitious, 
and Be Responsible. 
 
The 60th National Finals will take place on June 29, 30 and July 1, 2017, in Mobile, Ala.  She will 
travel to Mobile, along with 50 other representatives from across the country to participate in 
personal development activities and community service projects before competing for the 
opportunity to become the Distinguished Young Woman of America for 2017 and for additional 
cash scholarships. South Carolina’s Tara Moore, who is attending Clemson University, was 
named the Distinguished Young Woman of America for 2016. 
 
Congratulations Susannah!  We are so proud of you!! 
 
 

 



2017 National Merit Program Semi-Finalists 
Please join me in congratulating the following seniors: 
 

Mya Carrizosa  Jaeyoung Kim 
Jocelyn Chen  Neha Parvathala 
Kyle Corrette  Tyler Ruan 
Hannah Fuchs  Kendall Schwartz 
Brandon Jiang  Alice Wong 
Matthew Jobe  Kai Yin 
Bobae Johnson Sang Bo Yoon 
Dylan Ketcham 

 
 

DV Choir  
Please join me in congratulating the following choir students for being accepted into the 2016 
University of Arizona High School Honor Choir.  Each had to do some intense sight reading and 
rhythmic exercises, as well as tonal memory, scales and a classical solo piece. Congratulations! 
 
Erica Liu 
Michelle Wei 
Gabriella Ramos 
Ian MacIsaac 
Sushil Sudhakar 
 
 
The following students were accepted into the very competitive Arizona All-State Jazz and Show 
Choirs for 2016.  Around 130 women auditioned on each voice part and only 10-12 were 
accepted on each part. 
 
Olivia Smith, 2nd chair in the alto section for All-State Show 
Jasmine Rogers, 4th chair in the alto section for All-State Show 
Stephanie Larson, 6th chair in the soprano section for Show 
Abigail Dotts, 2nd chair in the All-state jazz clinic choir (7th highest score) 
 
Fantastic job, everyone!! 
 

 
Hockey 
The DV Ice Hockey season got off to a great start! We had our 1st tournament of the year, and 
the D3 team won the Championship for their Division. D1 & JV played extremely well but 
unfortunately did not make the playoffs.   Nicely done, team!! 
 



 
 
 
Rugby 
Congratulations to the eleven members of Desert Vista Rugby that represented Arizona in the 
Regional Cup Tournament in Denver in June.  Kyle Ostendorp was named the MVP for the JV 
team and Adriaan Van Niekerk was named the best forward for the Varsity team.  Practices 
begin on 10/31 for the fall season. Practices will be held from 6-8pm on Monday and 
Thursday. Monday’s practices are at Mountain Vista Park (behind the JC Penney’s on Ray) and 
Thursday’s practices are at Desert Foothills Park (back in the foothills by Native).  Registration 
will open on 10/24 at ahwatukeerugby.com.   New to the sport of Rugby?  Join us 
for Sunday touch at 5:30pm at Vista Canyon Park.  This is a great chance to get fit, and to learn 
about Rugby – all ages, family and friends are welcome. 
 



 
 
 
Girls Cross Country 
The DVHS girl’s cross-country team continued its 2016 competitive pursuits at the September 
24th Doug Conley Invitational. 
 
Nineteen (19) DVHS student-athletes participated in the Open Race at the 2016 Doug Conley 
Invitational. 
 
DVHS raced very competitively in achieving a fourteenth (14th) place team finish with three-
hundred-and-eighty-five (385) points. Participating student-athletes achieved numerous 
personal best performances. 
 
Participating and placing student-athletes included Jessica Condon (72nd, 22:51), Susannah 
Cowley (76th, 22:58), Alex Sicora (80th, 23:00), Dani Prasad (84th, 23:05), Angela Anderson (107th, 
23:32), Kiki Donnelly (122nd, 23:56), Sara Chapa (124th, 23:57), Katie Reed (138th, 24:15), Bailey 
Breen (147th, 24:20), Sarah Hickman (156th, 24:32), Naomie Guerinot (157th, 24:33), Sarai Ortiz 
(178th, 25:01), Caroline Cowley (238th, 26:08), Chloe Worthen (248th, 26:25), Mikenzie Hammel 
(251st, 26:29), Heather Hunt (253rd, 26:30), Julia Hall (278th, 26:55), Kaylee Nielson (295th, 
27:09), and Dahila Habbal (300th, 27:18). 
 



Seven (7) DVHS student-athletes competed in the 2016 Doug Conley Invitational Race. 
Participating Invitational Race student-athletes competed very successfully in achieving a fifth 
(5th) place team finish with two-hundred-and-one (201) points. 
 
Invitational Race participants and placing student-athletes included Allison Estrada (23rd, 
20:20), Julia Nelson (44th, 20:58), Kyra Mazanec (46th, 21:03), Sarah Rusanowski (56th, 21:13), 
Emma McCutchen (84th, 21:59), Megan Schneider (85th, 22:00), and Caty Kim (105th, 22:38). 
 
The Lady Thunder look forward to competing at the 2016 Desert Twilight Cross-Country Festival 
on Friday, September 30th. The 2016 Desert Twilight Cross-Country Festival will be held at 
Grande Sports World (12684 W. Gila Bend Parkway, Casa Grande, AZ., 85193). 
 
Student-athletes and coaches continue to be extremely thankful and appreciative of the 
fantastic, unparalleled support of parents and guardians, and team boosters. 
 
GO THUNDER! 
 

 
Boys Cross Country  
The Desert Vista Boys Cross Country Team gave its top runners the weekend off yet still had a 
successful weekend once again as they competed at the prestigious Doug Conley Invitational 
Meet at the Shalimar Golf Course in Tempe on Saturday, September 24, 2016. 
The meet has been held yearly since 1982 in memory of Doug Conley, a 1966 graduate of 
Tempe High school who graduated from ASU in 1971 and became a math teacher and cross 
country coach at Tempe High. His nationally-ranked CC squad won the state cross country meet 
in 1973. 

The Junior Varsity scored 104 points and posted a second-place finish in a field of 44 teams. The 
Thunder were led by senior Aidan Schramm with a 6th-place finish and a time of 16:59 over the 
3-mile course. He was followed closely to the tape by senior Steven Romero, a new-comer 
whose PR of 17:02 was good for 9th place. Fellow-senior Matt Jobe posted a PR as well, running 
a 17:12 that was good for 18th place. Completing the scoring for DVCC were sophomore Neal 
Saxena in 33rd (17:23) and junior David Neighbors in 38th (17:27). Also finishing in a tight pack 
were sophomores Milan Patel in 48th (17:39) and Marshall Smith in 49th (17:40), and freshman 
Noah Werbelow in 50th (17:41). 

In the Invitational race with 32 teams competing, the Varsity finished in 3rd place, missing 
second by a mere 2 points, and first by 15. They were led by sophomore Michael Tuli whose 
time of 16:16 on the 3-mile course was good for 7th place overall. Next to the tape were 
freshman Sammy Van Alstine in 16th place (16:27), sophomore Lee Nasewytewa in 21st 
(16:31), and junior J Iannone in 32nd place (16:51).  Senior DJ Johnson rounded out the scoring 
in 55th (17:13). Also competing were junior Grant Cuyler in 63rd (17:24) and senior Co-Captain 
Clark Scalia in 72nd (17:32). 

 

http://dougconleyinvitational.com/ConleyHistory.pdf


 
 
 

Girls Golf 
Congratulations to DV Girls Golf as they have competed in some major tournaments this year, 
finishing in 6th out of 25 teams at the Aguila Invitational and in 6th out of 16 teams at the 
Antigua Invitational.  Anya Ross finished in 5th place out of 108 players at Aguila and also 
scored the team low at Antigua.  This season has been good year with Arianna Medina, Chloe 
Medina and Mika Miyata also scoring as top individual low scorers in various matches.  
 
Keep up the great work, ladies!! 
 



 
 
 

 

 
Boys Golf 
Our Boys Golf team partnered with Frank Elementary and held a golf clinic in Guadalupe.  They 
had a nice turnout of about 45 kids ranging from kindergarten through fifth grade.  Our boys 
represented Desert Vista and the community of Ahwatukee very well connecting with the 
diverse young students and parents.  We are extremely proud of the team and how they 
embraced this opportunity to teach children.  Click here to read the full article. 
 

http://www.tempeunion.org/Giving-Back-from-DV-BoysGolf


 
 

 
 
Super job, gentlemen!! 

 
 

Swim and Dive 
Last Thursday night was Senior Night at the Nazomi Aquatic Center as the Thunder hosted the 
Brophy Broncos and Xavier Gators.  After a short weather delay, the meet got on its way and 
turned out to be a high energy / tough fought competition between the four teams.  While the 
men’s score was one sided 54 / 129, the meet itself did not represent the lopsided 
result.  Winning events for the men were Garret Chance (JR) 200 I.M., Alex Van Alstine (SR) 100 
Butterfly, and Aaron Beauchamp (SR) 100 Breaststroke.  Winning 8 of 12 events, the lady 



Thunder defeated the Gators 105 / 81 for the 4th straight year making it a sweep for the 
outgoing seniors.  Individual winners were Maddy Kovacs (SR) 200 Freestyle, Shae Nicolaisen 
(JR) 200 I.M. / 500 Freestyle, Sydney Garvy (SR) 100 Butterfly / 100 Backstroke and Lauren 
Gaines (SR) 100 Freestyle. 
  
On September 22nd, the Desert Vista swimmers and divers participated in the Chandler 
Invitational.   There were 46 teams and over 1200 athletes participating in the meet… the first 
major invite of the season.  Congratulations to the women’s team for winning the meet and 
defeating defending state champ Chaparral by 2 pts!   Individual champions were Shae 
Nicolaisen (Jr) 100 Fly, setting a meet record with a time of 56.78 and the 200 Freestyle relay 
(Alisha Vanderwerf SR / Breanna Larchick SR / Nolelle Lavigne SR / Shae Nicolaisen JR.  Isabelle 
Lombardi (Fr) was the top finisher for the lady Thunder on the diving board, finishing in 
11th place.  The men, led behind wins by Josh Vedder (Sr) 100 Freestyle and 100 Backstroke and 
Aaron Beauchamp (Sr) 100 Breaststroke, also fared well and finished in 2nd place to the Brophy 
Broncos.  It was a great result for the team(s) and will help build momentum into the second 
half of the season!! 
  
Women 1st 
Men 2nd 
Combined team 1st 
 
Great job, everyone!!  
 

 

Speech & Debate 
Desert Vista’s Speech and Debate team started their year in fine fashion as the Thunder proved 
to once again be near the top of the competition not only in Arizona, but across the United 
States. This past weekend, DV’s congressional debaters headed to Scottsdale Preparatory 
Academy to take on twenty schools at the first tournament of the season. Desert Vista placed 
four students in the top 10 of their respective events with seniors Erica Lane and Alex 
Wakefield taking home second place. Two weeks ago, three DV students traveled 
independently with their parents to Yale University to compete against some of the top 
students in the country. The Thunder proved more than up to the task with sophomore Jackson 
Wakefield reaching the semifinals and senior Alex Wakefield taking 7th place. With his 7th 
place finish, Alex Wakefield qualified to the prestigious Tournament of Champions where the 
top 80 congressional debaters will compete later in 2017!  Desert Vista will be back at it 
October 22nd and 23rd at McClintock High School.       
 

Full Results 
Congress Prep School Results: 
 
Senate: Alex Wakefield - 2nd Place 

  Ethan Fiber - 3rd Place 
              Margaret Braun - 5th Place 



House: 
             Erica Lane 2nd 
 

Yale Results: 
Alex Wakefield - 7th Place 
Jackson Wakefield - Semifinalist 
 

 
Career and Technical Education  
As part of an ongoing goal within our Career and Technical Education classes, teachers bring in 
guest speakers to offer students insights from both educational and professional views. 
College representatives, such as Bryce Schneider from Santa Fe School of Art and Design, 
introduce students to what foundations they can explore in high school at any grade 
level and offer suggestions of how to pursue college goals. Professionals are sharing their 
experiences and explaining details about their real-world jobs to students. In most cases, the 
professionals, like Naiche Chaivira, a videographer who spoke to students about his experiences 
shooting video around the world, are encouraging students to take advantage of the people 
and resources that high schools offer to get a jump start on their dreams.  
 

 
 



 
 
 
Financial Aid Nights 
 

Monday October 17th – Marcos de Niza 
Thursday, October 20th – Tempe H.S. 

Thursday, November 3rd – Desert Vista 
 
Please click here for more information.   

 
 
College Visits 
Over 30 universities including Caltech, Columbia, Duke, George Mason, Johns Hopkins, 
Pepperdine, UC Berkeley, and the University of Notre Dame are scheduled to visit Desert Vista 
and more are being added daily.   
 
To attend a session and see other events, visit the counseling calendar and click on the event. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tempeunion.org/SrParent-FinancialAid-3Nights
http://www.tempeunion.org/DV-Counseling-Calendar


School ID’s for School Bus Riders      

It is required that your child show their ID when riding the bus so please make sure your child 
has his or her ID every day.  We ask that your child be cooperate and assist the driver so that 
the process can go as smoothly as possible for all involved. 
 

 
ATTENTION!!! 
Frye Road - East of 32nd Street:  Student Drop Off and Pick Up 
Students may be dropped off and picked up in the student parking lot off of Frye Road.  We ask 
that you please do not park or stop on Frye Rd east of 32nd Street as the area is posted “No 
Parking”.  We have received complaints of cars illegally stopping on both sides of Frye Road 
creating a danger for motorists and pedestrians.  The Phoenix Police Department has notified 
us that they will be taking enforcement action on cars illegally stopped or parked in this area.  
We thank you in advance for helping to keep our community safe. 

 
Off Campus Parking-please inform your child  
We thank you in advance for assisting us in continuing to be respectful of our DVHS neighbors, 
their property and public access to the park.  Please continue to follow all traffic laws, driving 
responsibly and not leaving any trash behind and for helping to keep our community clean and 
safe. 
 
 
Canvas and College Career Readiness 
 

 
 

Looking for resources to help your student prepare for life after high school?  The Guidance 
Department has incorporated lessons on Canvas to help your student begin the process of 
college and career planning.   

1. Log onto your student’s Canvas account using their user name and password 



2. Scroll onto Courses  

3. A drop down menus appears with a list of your students courses, select the course 

entitled DV (your student’s year of graduation) Guidance 

4. Click on the icon of interest on the home page. 

5. This will link you directly to the module of your choice so you and your student can 

follow the lesson and have access to pertinent information.  

6. The Counseling department uploads all presentations and upcoming information in this 

Canvas course.  It is strongly recommended that you or your student visit this course on 

a regular basis to keep up to date with all the information we provide throughout the 

year.   

Take a few moments to log on and discuss with your child their high school and post-secondary 
plans. 

 
 
Skateboards and Bicycle Racks  
We have skateboard and bicycle racks for students to secure their bike or skateboard.  We ask 
that you have your child utilize this area and not lock their bike to fences and/or carry their 
skateboard around during school hours.  We are not able to allow this for safety reasons.  
Please assist us by providing your child with a lock. We appreciate your assistance as we 
support their mode of transportation, but must adhere to the lock up and safety procedure.  
 
 

Yearbook Photos – Replay It 
A great way to share photos with the yearbook staff is through Replay It. We'd love for you to 
give it try. Download the app or go to http://www.replayit.com/r/register/ 

 
 

 Desert Vista Cafeteria Information 
We are excited to share the following in regards to our cafeteria service to our families.  
1.  There is a new point of sale system for Food Service.  It is much more user friendly and very 
innovative.  Even if we should lose network connection, we can continue to serve. 
2.  Families can go online and complete a free/reduced application which will be submitted 
directly into our system import. 
  
3.  We have a new online payment site that will allow parents to set up an account and manage 
their student/s accounts.  It will show current balances, transaction viewing and payments can 
be made into accounts for less of a service charge. 

http://www.replayit.com/r/register/


4.  All the nutrition data for our menu items are on our website. 
 
Click here for the link to Food & Nutrition on the district website. 

 

 
 
GO THUNDER!!   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Dr. Christine Barela                    
Principal      
       

  
 
DVHS Mission: Desert Vista inspires a community of learning by demonstrating excellence in 
academics, arts and extra-curricular activities. 
DVHS Vision: We strive for excellence by engaging our community, promoting accountability, 
fostering responsibility, and encouraging life-long learning. 

http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?sid=0208131455429577

