
 
“Excellence Through Performance” 

 
Dear Desert Vista Families, 
 
I am delighted to share with you that 2016-2017 Homecoming was a huge success!  The 
assembly, football game and dance were very well attended and the spirit was contagious!  We 
had 1400 students attend the dance and all had a fabulous time.  First, I would like to thank our 
students for embracing school spirit and ‘safety first’…their choices in having a great time were 
first class!  I am so proud of our students!!  I would also like to thank student council and the 
many staff members behind the scenes in making our Homecoming week truly “The Greatest 
Homecoming on Earth”!   And thank you, parents, for continuing to have conversations and 
providing expectations for your student to follow and model after.  It is so apparent that we not 
only have the greatest students, but also the greatest parents!  We appreciate you sending your 
child to DV and are honored to serve them each and every day.  
 
In continuing with our partnership in safety first and having meaningful and courageous 
conversations regarding technology and our youth, I invite you to attend the “Turning Digital 
Stress Into Digital Success” on Wednesday, October 26th, from 6:30pm-8:00pm in the Desert 
Vista Cafeteria.  Please see the attached flyer for more information. 
 
Our first play of the year “Dracula” will be performed this coming week and I invite you to 
attend one of the shows on either Thursday, Friday or the matinee on Monday…Halloween.    
 
We have much to be proud of and I thank those who keep me posted on our accomplishments 
and upcoming events.  If you have information that you think is meaningful to share, please let 
me know.  
 
I look forward to seeing you at many of our upcoming events.  Please say hello if you happen to 
see me.  It would be a pleasure to meet you! 
 
GO THUNDER!! 
 

 
 



Homecoming Court 2016 
Congratulations to our 2016-2017 Homecoming Queen and King, Jessica Hale and Ryan Bender! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Senior Class Homecoming Court 
Johanna Crowl   Joe Money  
Kaylee Dietrich  Jared Ostendorp 



Sophia Pope   Lucas Selby 
Kendall Schwartz  Matt Vrbanac 
 
Junior Class Homecoming Court 
Princess Breanna Poe  Prince Yasser Dbeis  
Avery Fisher   Garrett Chavez 
Elyssa Goswick  Alijah Gammage 
MacKenzie Hewes  Ben Kunze 
Emma Ring   Preston Pierce 
 
Sophomore Class Homecoming Court 
Princess Sevanna Hanson  Prince Max Kaiser 
Margaret Braun  A.J. Abbadessa 
Delaney Engel   Eli Ankeney 
Cameron Hare   Dylan Cuenca 
Briannah Herman  Chris Hedgecoke 
 
Freshmen Class Homecoming Court 
Princess Tyler Tapia  Prince David Utagawa 
Natalie Lewkowitz  Ian Freeman  
Julia Nelson   Chandler Hanscome 
Emma Savoy   Miles Leblanc 
Makayla Sommerstedt Noah Takas 
 

Dawn Schmidt, Social Studies 
Please join me in congratulating Dawn Schmidt for receiving the Isidore Starr Distinguished 
Social Studies Teacher Award!  Thank you for being an outstanding representative of Tempe 
Union and Desert Vista!  

 

 



Thunder Theatre 
Dracula comes to the DV campus just in time for Halloween.  Come and see this adaptation of 
Bram Stoker’s 1897 gothic novel performed in the Auditorium.  The play is produced by the 
Thunder Theatre Company student organization.  Performances are October 27th at 7:00 
PM, October 28th at 4:00PM and a special performance on Halloween, October 31st, at 4:00PM. 
If you attend the Halloween performance and are in costume, you’ll receive $1 off admission 
and the opportunity to take your photo with Dracula after the show.  So wrap yourself in garlic 
and wear a crucifix to protect you, and join us for the show! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Boys Golf 
The Boys Varsity Golf Team had a great weekend in Flagstaff.  The boys and both coaches had a 
lot of fun and came home with the championship trophy.  Tough tournament on a great course 
with 23 top teams in the state.  Congratulations, gentlemen!! 
 



 
 
 

 
Girls Cross Country 
The DVHS Girls Cross Country Team continued its 2016 season at the Titan Invitational on 
Friday, October 14th, and the George Fox Cross-Country Classic on Saturday, October 15th. 
 
DVHS student-athletes competed in the Girl’s Big School Freshmen, Girl’s Big School Junior 
Varsity, and Girl’s Big School Varsity races at the 2016 Titan Invitational. 
 
Participating Girl’s Big School Freshmen student-athletes competed very successfully in 
achieving a first (1st) place team finish with eighteen (18) points. 
 
Girl’s Big School Freshmen participants and placing student-athletes included Allison Estrada 
(1st, 21:20), Jessica Condon (2nd, 22:17), Kyra Mazanec (3rd, 22:18), Julia Nelson (4th, 22:18), 
Naomie Guerinot (16th, 25:47), Sarai Ortiz (21st, 27:22), Caroline Cowley (28th, 29:09), and Dahila 
Habbal (33rd, 32:19). 
 
Participating Girl’s Big School Open student-athletes competed exceptionally well in achieving a 
fourth (4th) place team finish with eighty-nine (89) points. 
 
Girl’s Big School Open race participants included Megan Schneider (13th, 23:08), Emma 
McCutchen (17th, 23:24), Susannah Cowley (23rd, 23:52), Dani Prasad (24th, 23:54), Alex Sicora 
(29th, 24:28), Sara Chapa (36th, 24:49), Bailey Breen (46th, 25:39), Sarah Hickman (47th, 25:40), 



Chloe Worthen (61st, 27:13), Kiki Donnelly (64th, 27:20), Julia Hall (72nd, 28:30), Heather Hunt 
(76th, 28:43), and Kaylee Nielson (82nd, 29:22). 
Participating Girl’s Big School Varsity Race student-athletes earned a fourth (4th) place team 
finish with one-hundred-and-twenty-seven (127) points.  
 
Girl’s Big School Varsity Race participants included Holly Hansen (13th, 20:29), Maddy 
Shoemaker (18th, 20:46), Julia Bucci (30th, 21:46), Emma Janas (40th, 22:11), Keilani Fang (45th, 
22:21), Caty Kim (70th, 23:28), and Sarah Rusanowski (74th, 23:38). 
 
DVHS student-athletes competed in the Varsity Silver and Varsity Gold races at the 2016 George 
Fox Cross-Country Classic. 
 
Girl’s Varsity Silver Race participants and placing student-athletes included Sabrina Camino (9th, 
19:55), Kellie Cameron (32nd, 21:11), and Soraya Holley (38th, 21:25). 
Participating Girl’s Varsity Gold student-athletes competed very successfully in achieving a first 
(1st) place team finish with thirty-four (34) points. 
 
Girl’s Varsity Gold Race participants and placing student-athletes included Emily Crall (2nd, 
18:17), Baylee Jones (4th, 18:29), Brooklyn Christofis (7th, 18:34), Haley Wolf (9th, 18;45), Mandy 
Davis (15th, 19:15), Kelly Harris (24th, 19:37), and Madi Bucci (33rd, 20:00). 
 
Student-athletes and coaches continue to be extremely thankful and highly appreciative of the 
fantastic support of parents / guardians and team boosters. 
 
GO THUNDER! 
 

 
Boys Cross Country  
Desert Vista headed into its last invite before the championship portion of the season begins 
next week. DV competed in the 3rd Annual Titan Invitational held at Crossroads Park in Gilbert, 
AZ on Friday October 14th. The course is the toughest one that the Thunder have run on yet 
due to the large number of hills present on the course. 
 
The freshman race was the first one of the morning and as usual, the Thunder freshman 
dominated. Sammy Van Alstine came in first, again, with a respectable time of 17:28. After Van 
Alstine a whirlwind of Desert Vista runners came down the chute with Noah Werbelow (18:16) 
in 3rd, Nick Basha (18:19) in 5th, Niccolo Perciballi (18:22) in 7th, and Vincent Laurente (18:23) 
in 8th; all within an amazing 7 seconds of each other. To round out the top finishers for Desert 
Vista was Adam Hansen (18:40) in 14th and Benton Worthen (18:46) in 16th. The freshman 
team handily won the meet, beating Perry by a score of 24 to 50. 
 
Next up for Desert Vista was the open race where the junior varsity team competed. In first for 
Desert Vista was junior Jack Willems coming in 3rd with an impressive time of 17:25, an 



especially fast time given the rigours the course presented. After Willems came senior Clark 
Scalia (17:44) in 6th, senior Aidan Schramm (17:46) in 8th, junior Grant Cuyler (17:57) in 10th 
and sophomore Neal Saxena (18:01) in 12th. To complete Desert Vista’s top 7, sophomore Ryan 
Hickman and junior David Neighbors both recorded a time of 18:06 with the pair placing 13th 
and 14th respectively. Though seven of the top 14 runners in the race were Thunder runners, 
Perry was able to edge out DV for the top honors in the race by a score of 25 to 39. DV still had 
a great race as they captured second place with a very low team score. 
 
For the varsity race DV rested its top seven runners and ran a so called “B-team”, the 
parenthesis needed as this team posted several impressive times that are on par with most 
other teams’ top seven runners. Placing 4th overall in the meet was junior Reece Donihi with a 
stunning time of 16:25, followed by junior Bryce Schmisseur (16:40) in 8th and sophomore Lee 
Nasewytewa (17:00) in 20th. To complete the top seven runners was junior Michael Tuli (17:11) 
in 25th, junior J Iannone (17:31) in 35th, senior Jackson Hickey (17:41) in 37th and senior DJ 
Johnson (17:56) in 48th. DV ended up 4th overall with a team score of  92 points, not a bad 
showing for a B-team. 
 
Overall, Desert Vista had a good showing in a meet that was great prep for the Tempe City 
Meet on October 19th, a course famous for its heartbreaking hills. Several runners had 
outstanding performances proving that no spot is safe on this ultra-competitive team. This fact, 
though stressful for the runners, might be the X-factor that propels DV to another successful 
season. 
 
A special thank you is in order for the parents, booster club, and coaches who make the success 
that DV attains possible. We as a team truly thank you all for the love and commitment that you 
bring to Desert Vista. 
 
Go Thunder!! 

 
ATTENTION:  Baseball Families 

We will be having our First Annual Booster Meeting on Monday, Oct. 24th at 6:30pm in Room 
H106 (building next to Football field).  All baseball families are welcome to attend as we will be 
discussing this year’s budget, fundraising, volunteer opportunities, etc.  We look forward to 
seeing you there!!   Any questions please email boosters Nikki or Veronica at 
dvthunderbaseballbooster@gmail.com. 
 

Music Club 
Last year, the Music Club held 17 performances and it looks like this year too is going to be 
another great year full of lively successful performances!  They just finished the first two 
performances at the Phoenix Children's Hospital and St. Joseph's Hospital.  They made a pretty 
solid first impression with St. Joe's and will hopefully be able to continue performing there in 
the future.  They also performed at the Sunrise Senior Center on October 15th. Good luck and 
nice job, everyone!! 

mailto:dvthunderbaseballbooster@gmail.com


 

 
 

 



 
SkillsUSA 
SkillsUSA hosted a Fall Leadership Conference at the Phoenix Convention Center, and this great 
group of Desert Vista students were challenged to be passionate about their future goals and 
make a plan to make an immediate impact on their community.  If you have an interest in 
leadership, professional development, Graphic Design, 3D Modeling, or Animation, then this 
may be a club for you. Come to C-223 to visit with us. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Thunder Community of Excellence Award Winners – Quarter 1 
 

Congratulations to the first quarter winners of the Thunder Community Excellence Awards! 
 
Teachers:  Brian Banach and Sheri Richmond 
Community Member: Dava Harbertson 
Classified: Victor Castro 
Students: Andrew Basha and Tristan Elleraas 
 

These individuals were honored at the Girls Volleyball game this past Tuesday.  Please 
congratulate them when you see them.  If you want to nominate someone for this amazing 
award, please click here.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/tuhsd.k12.az.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc8Ipat-DBiyqbEV5IiGnrNl1xtH_LGoPwSvGrpapZqyQtz8g/viewform


 
 

The Arizona Department of Education (ADE) is pleased to announce that the window for public 
comment on the existing Science Standards (2004) and Social Studies Standards (2005) has 
been opened. The public survey to provide feedback on existing standards will be available 
through December 3, 2016. 
  
ADE is also accepting applications for educators (K-12 and higher education) to serve on the 
revision committees for each of the content areas. The application for committee members will 
remain open for the duration of the revision process. 
  
To provide feedback or to apply to serve on a review committee, please visit the Science and 
Social Studies Standards - Public Feedback page. Buttons to apply to serve on the review 
committee are at the bottom of the page. 

 
 
College Visits 
Approximately 50 universities including Carleton; Columbia; Duke; George Mason; Gonzaga; 
Johns Hopkins; NYU; Pepperdine; Purdue; Rensselaer; UC Berkeley, Davis, Irvine, Los Angeles, 
and San Diego; USC; Notre Dame; and Vanderbilt are scheduled to visit Desert Vista!  More are 
being added daily. To attend a session and see other events, visit the counseling calendar and 
click on the event. 
 
To attend a session and see other events, visit the counseling calendar and click on the event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019GuikG2FQb9cZBUXWlHGevfCV282IBw1SwQw9wp6XPgNETB8v4aALkL5VQoyRoHfWSMy0JHQBqg-7jmLe_aizdP1nSX9JS67aceJWLhO_7Dk4pxnv_5pG8AtPea99V1v-fDLxjlrcHHX5TGwZl5N6URypcpCMuQJIC8ON7wagXTqZoysC_GELZkfbUpJrybfit2r3CekMujoayXSCSIkye0bBlHzELE-to2sBjsH8ePH3twzepupuQ==&c=Ri71E4s2eKd6SPMU937jG3CADDiwABKMMJfaYLtIBpvz5RCzc_SuJA==&ch=Ycb1eNVxVaH61THb4OiC5vIHcgjqZRmVW2QxW6Myv9-7GaeGH9OqtA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019GuikG2FQb9cZBUXWlHGevfCV282IBw1SwQw9wp6XPgNETB8v4aALkL5VQoyRoHfWSMy0JHQBqg-7jmLe_aizdP1nSX9JS67aceJWLhO_7Dk4pxnv_5pG8AtPea99V1v-fDLxjlrcHHX5TGwZl5N6URypcpCMuQJIC8ON7wagXTqZoysC_GELZkfbUpJrybfit2r3CekMujoayXSCSIkye0bBlHzELE-to2sBjsH8ePH3twzepupuQ==&c=Ri71E4s2eKd6SPMU937jG3CADDiwABKMMJfaYLtIBpvz5RCzc_SuJA==&ch=Ycb1eNVxVaH61THb4OiC5vIHcgjqZRmVW2QxW6Myv9-7GaeGH9OqtA==
http://www.tempeunion.org/DV-Counseling-Calendar


Calling All Golfers!!! – Thursday, November 3rd  
 

 

School ID’s for School Bus Riders      

It is required that your child show their ID when riding the bus so please make sure your child 
has his or her ID every day.  We ask that your child be cooperate and assist the driver so that 
the process can go as smoothly as possible for all involved. 
 

 
ATTENTION!!! 
Frye Road - East of 32nd Street:  Student Drop Off and Pick Up 
Students may be dropped off and picked up in the student parking lot off of Frye Road.  We ask 
that you please do not park or stop on Frye Rd east of 32nd Street as the area is posted “No 
Parking”.  We have received complaints of cars illegally stopping on both sides of Frye Road 



creating a danger for motorists and pedestrians.  The Phoenix Police Department has notified 
us that they will be taking enforcement action on cars illegally stopped or parked in this area.  
We thank you in advance for helping to keep our community safe. 

 
Off Campus Parking-please inform your child  
We thank you in advance for assisting us in continuing to be respectful of our DVHS neighbors, 
their property and public access to the park.  Please continue to follow all traffic laws, driving 
responsibly and not leaving any trash behind and for helping to keep our community clean and 
safe. 
 
 
Canvas and College Career Readiness 
 

 
 

Looking for resources to help your student prepare for life after high school?  The Guidance 
Department has incorporated lessons on Canvas to help your student begin the process of 
college and career planning.   

1. Log onto your student’s Canvas account using their user name and password 

2. Scroll onto Courses  

3. A drop down menus appears with a list of your students courses, select the course 

entitled DV (your student’s year of graduation) Guidance 

4. Click on the icon of interest on the home page. 

5. This will link you directly to the module of your choice so you and your student can 

follow the lesson and have access to pertinent information.  

6. The Counseling department uploads all presentations and upcoming information in this 

Canvas course.  It is strongly recommended that you or your student visit this course on 

a regular basis to keep up to date with all the information we provide throughout the 

year.   

Take a few moments to log on and discuss with your child their high school and post-secondary 
plans. 

 
 



 
 

Nominate your FAVORITE teacher for the Silver Apple Award.  Click here for the nomination 

form. 

 
 
Skateboards and Bicycle Racks  
We have skateboard and bicycle racks for students to secure their bike or skateboard.  We ask 
that you have your child utilize this area and not lock their bike to fences and/or carry their 
skateboard around during school hours.  We are not able to allow this for safety reasons.  
Please assist us by providing your child with a lock. We appreciate your assistance as we 
support their mode of transportation, but must adhere to the lock up and safety procedure.  
 
 

Yearbook Photos – Replay It 
A great way to share photos with the yearbook staff is through Replay It. We'd love for you to 
give it try. Download the app or go to http://www.replayit.com/r/register/ 

 
 

 Desert Vista Cafeteria Information 
We are excited to share the following in regards to our cafeteria service to our families.  
1.  There is a new point of sale system for Food Service.  It is much more user friendly and very 
innovative.  Even if we should lose network connection, we can continue to serve. 
2.  Families can go online and complete a free/reduced application which will be submitted 
directly into our system import. 
  
3.  We have a new online payment site that will allow parents to set up an account and manage 
their student/s accounts.  It will show current balances, transaction viewing and payments can 
be made into accounts for less of a service charge. 
4.  All the nutrition data for our menu items are on our website. 
 
Click here for the link to Food & Nutrition on the district website. 

 

 
 

http://www.azfamily.com/category/297405/silver-apple
http://www.replayit.com/r/register/
http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?sid=0208131455429577


GO THUNDER!!   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Dr. Christine Barela                    
Principal      
       

  
 
DVHS Mission: Desert Vista inspires a community of learning by demonstrating excellence in 
academics, arts and extra-curricular activities. 
DVHS Vision: We strive for excellence by engaging our community, promoting accountability, 
fostering responsibility, and encouraging life-long learning. 



 
Turning Digital 
Stress Into  
Digital Success

Join us for a courageous conversation regarding 
technology and our youth.
Kids, educators, school administrators, law enforcement, 
and licensed mental health professionals answer your most 
pressing questions regarding device usage, safety, and digital 
citizenship.

Participants will be led through a "life lab" of apps and will be 
immediately equipped with the following tools and resources:
ØHow to create a family data contract 
Ø�How to manage video game/device usage and supervision, 

including popular apps
ØHow to increase your family's social and digital competence
Ø�How to teach kids how to be responsible digital citizens while 

branding and promoting themselves appropriately for their future

Parents, Educators, and 6th-12th grade students are encouraged to attend!

DATE: October 26, 2016 

TIME:  6:30-8 p.m.

LOCATION:  
Desert Vista High School 
16440 S. 32nd Street 
Phoenix, AZ  85048
*Presentation will be in the  
Desert Vista High School  
Cafeteria

Desert Vista  
Site Council 
and TUHSD 
present:

SPONSORED BY DESERT VISTA HIGH SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL
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